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    Commanders’ Column:

On behalf of Gen. Corish and myself, thank you for the
attendance of so many of you at the Change of
Command ceremony and
retirement reception for Gen.
Corish in Savannah last
month.  Your support and
positive attitudes make the GA
ANG Headquarters a great
place to work.  You will be
happy to know that Gen.
Corish is adjusting very well
to retirement; he phoned in
his golf score from Savannah
through the first four holes to the commanders’ meeting
on March 24 at Robins AFB.
As we look ahead, many challenges and opportunities

are in our future.  Recruiting and retention are the
number one issues facing our units.  Possible new
missions and missions adjustments, equipment
upgrades, new construction and reorganization are close
seconds.  Force management, diversity, mentoring our
future leaders and professional education will require
our very best efforts to insure our long-term viability.

Brigadier General William N. Searcy, Commander

At this writing, the Adjutant General and your senior
leadership are considering and closely studying the
realignment of our recruiters.  More will follow on this
issue.  Regardless of the outcome of possible
realignment of the recruiters, it is imperative that all of
us, Headquarters and Unit personnel alike, become
active in our recruiting efforts.  By focusing our
attention, creativity and constructive efforts on
recruiting as a true team with the recruiters, we will
resolve our manning needs and exceed all expectations.
We must have a positive approach and open mind to
new ideas and initiatives.  As we focus on recruiting, it
is critical to keep retention in mind.  All of our
commanders, supervisors and senior leaders both officer
and enlisted must become mentors to our new recruits
and junior members.  We must educate ourselves to the
needs and expectations of our new and younger

Recruiting and retention are the number one
issues facing our units.  Possible new missions
and missions adjustments, equipment upgrades,
new construction and reorganization are close
seconds.

(con’t page 2)

Weekend Schedule
Saturday
0645 Formation
0700 Senior Staff Meeting
0800 Promotion Board
0830 Enlisted Staff Meeting
1100 Lunch
1430 Retirement of Msgt Carolyn Berry
1530 Formation
Sunday
0645 Formation
0700 Chapel Service
0800 Promotion Boards
1100 Lunch
1300 Commanders Call
1530 Formation

ANG News from the Field:

Historic F-4 Finds New Home at  Savannah
Museum

An  F-4 Phantom fighter will soon find a new home
at the Mighty 8th Air Force Museum in Savannah.  The
vintage fighter  which was restored by volunteer Guards-
men of the 165th Airlift Wing and employees of
Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation goes on display fol-
lowing special ceremonies on Saturday, April 1 at the
8th Air Force Museum.  The fully restored F-4 will be
the cornerstone of the Vietnam War Memorial.  Com-
plete restoration of the aircraft took over two years and
involved hundreds of hours of volunteer manpower.

Crackerbarrel 500 Showcases National Guard
    The recent Crackerbarrel 500 at the Atlanta Motor
Speedway in Hampton showcased the military and es-
pecially the Georgia National Guard.  Flying overhead
at the very start of the reace was a B-1 from the 116BW.
On display outside the raceway were UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopters from the GA ARNG. Army and Air National
Guard recruiters were postioned through the grandstand
area.  The grand marshall for the race was retired Gen-
eral Colin Powell. Racecars representing the Army, Air
Force, Navy and Marines were driven by  top drivers
on the circuit.



  Chaplain’s Corner
       TRIUMPHANT OVER DEATH
  By Clint Smith

     American Evangelist D.L. Moody told the story
of a soldier at the battle of Inkerman (Crimean War,
1854) who was somehow able to struggle on hands
and knees back to his tent.  He was later found lying
face down, his open Bible next to him.  His hand
was outstretched and lying on the open pages.  His
index finger was pointing toward a  verse on the
page.  The verse read, “I am the resurrection and
the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may die,
he shall live.” (John 11:25).
     D.L. Moody would later say, “I  want a religion
like that, which can comfort even in death, and can
unite me with my loved ones.  What  gloom and
darkness would settle upon this world were it not
for the glorious doctrine of the resurrection!”
    It is very comforting to know that if we accept
Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior, then each trial and
challenge can be confronted head-on with faith.  Even
physical death holds no dominion over us.  Due to a
death two thousand years ago and the ensuing
resurrection, our  eternal salvation is assured.
     During Easter season, please reflect upon the
blessing that is the resurrection.
     Read John 11:25

Chapel Service: Sunday, 16 April, 0700 hours
at the Base Chapel

202nd Holds Open House
The Georgia Air National Guard’s
202nd Engineering Installation
Squadron held an open house Satur-
day at its Macon Municipal Airport
headquarters to show off its capabili-

ties and hopefully draw in a few new recruits.
“People ride by the Macon Airport all the time but
they don’t know what we do,” said Lt. Col. Michael
Rumsey, 202nd detachment commander. “This gives
us an opportunity to tell our story.”
   As part of the open house, two teams of the unit’s
technicians competed to install fiber optic cables, a
telephone switching system, and ground communica-
tions equipment in a simulated wartime
scenario.While the event failed to draw large crowd,
the 202nd technicians aggressively went about their
jobs.
   “It’s a good opportunity for us to train on our
equipment and to do operational tests, so if we do
get deployed, we know what our jobs are and if the
equipment works,” said Sgt Kevin Poss, as he took a
break from filing out progress reports on a laptop
computer. “And we know that we’re trained well
enough to operate that equipment.”

We must educate ourselves to the needs and expectations
of our new and younger members and become more
responsive to the issue facing them.  Retention is the real
key to our long term manning.

Force management for our headquarters and the units is a
very real challenge.  Most of our senior leaders will be
retiring in the next few years.  In a number of situations,
there are no readily apparent replacements.  We at the
headquarters must take the lead in mentoring and
encouraging our junior members to complete their
professional education and to prepare themselves for
greater opportunities.  Our diversity is and will be our
greatest strength.  All of our members must be challenged
and have the opportunity to succeed.
   Let us all be proactive, focused and positive in helping
our units.  Our mission is the assist our units and their
members in every way possible to insure their readiness
for mission requirements.  We must be very careful not to
levy unnecessary requirements that do not add value to
their missions.  We must be mindful of limited training
time.  I look forward to working with each of you to build
upon our past successes, to learn from our previous
mistakes and to take the Georgia Air National Guard to
the next level.

Commander’s Comments (con’t from Pg 1)

       2000 UTA Schedule

          15-16 April
20-21 May
10-11 June
15-16 July
19-20 August
16-17 September
21-22 October
18-19 November
16-17 December



DELOACH CHOSEN COMMAND
CHIEF FOR GA ANG

   Brig Gen  Searcy has appointed CMsgt Pearson
DeLoach as the new Command Chief Master Sergeant
for HQ, GA ANG.  The position of Command Chief is
the highest enlisted officer in the Air Guard and is
responsible for addressing issues of the enlisted ANG
force to the Air Guard Commander and senior leadership.
DeLoach, a 36-year veteran of the Georgia Air National
Guard most recently was the Senior Enlisted Advisor of
the 283rd Combat Communications Squadron at
Dobbins.
   A native of Savannah, DeLoach is currently the
Coordinator  of the Leisure Services Bureau for the City
of Savannah. He was the Operations Director for the
Savannah Civic Center, the Director of Athletics for the
City of Savannah and Coordinator of Programming.
Actively involved in a number of professional
affiliations, DeLoach is currently a member of the
Georgia and National Recreations Parks Association and
the North Carolina SMM “Chairman’s Club.
   Command Chief DeLoach was originally a member
of the 117th Air Control Flight in 1964 before moving to
the 283rd CCS in 1980.  He has been involved in more
than 24 individual deployments throughout the U.S. and
one overseas deployment. He holds the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal and
the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award among many
others.
   DeLoach is a member of the Exchange Club of
Savannah, the Greater Savannah Athletic Hall of Fame,
Athletic Sports Council, Softball Hall of Fame, the St
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, and the University of
Georgia “Bulldog Club”.
   He is married and the couple has two children and
one grandchild.

Sparkle for Your Health!
 Dental Care

by Col Joe Morgan, SAS
   Our bodies are given two sets of
teeth, one for childhood, and another
for adulthood.  Today, with modern
advances in denistry, both sets of teeth
should remain strong throughout their
life spans.  But, this can only occur
with daily dental attention.
   How to keep teeth and gums healthy?
Briefly, brush them twice a day with a
fluoride toothpaste, floss daily, refrain
from tobacco products, and see your dentist for cleaning.
   Brushing.  Statistically, most people brush their teeth for
about 37 seconds a day.  Not enough!   When to brush?  At
least first thing in the morning, and last thing at night.  Why
at night?  When we sleep, we don’t produce much saliva
that keeps our mouths “washed”.  So, bacteria grow, and
decay occurs mostly when we are sleeping.  AM Dragon-in-
the-mouth, anyone?
   Flossing.  The adage is: “You don’t have to floss your
teeth, just the ones you want to keep”.  Following, a rinse

with a little mouthwash (best is a 1:1 mixture of hydrogen
peroxide and water) will, statisticians say, add “6 years to
your life”.
   Tobacco.  Smoking and using smokeless tobacco acceler-
ates dental decay, and particularly gum disease.  It is a lead-
ing cause of periodontal (gum) disease and tooth loss in
adults.  It stains the teeth, delays healing, causes bad breath,
and is the source of oral cancers.
   Your Dentist is your teeth’s best friend.  Regular peri-
odontal cleaning and dental exams detect problems, and
prevent the exacerbation of them.  Plus, it reaffirms one’s
desire for taking care of your teeth.  How often?  At least
every year, and best every 6 months.  But, promptly, if you
develop a dental problem.
   Dental emergencies were the single greatest health prob-
lem during Desert Storm.  Bad teeth incapacitated more
service men then anything else.  In response, the Guard
promotes dental preparedness, and requires dental problems
to be corrected.  When discovered, a Guardsman becomes
non-world wide qualified, and has 120 days to have dental
repairs.  To help you, the Guard can provide you with very
economical Dental insurance.
   Military professionals know they must keep their weap-
ons, uniforms, affairs, bodies and teeth in excellent
condition.So, keep a sparkle on your ivories.  Be dentally
wise, prudent and prepared.

Promotion Boards
Enlisted Board
Col Lou Burson, President
CMSgt Frank Murray,
HQ Representative

Officers Board
Col Scott Hammond, President
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STEALTH   C ONTROL

Dental emergencies were the single
greatest health problem during Desert
Storm.


